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WSKEP Overall Objectives 

•  To improve efficiency and resilience in the UK 
•  To increase competitiveness in global markets 
•  To increase the uptake of NERC research outputs in the 

water security area by :  
–  Businesses 
–  Policy makers 
–  Regulators and local government 
–  Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) 

•  To obtain and raise awareness of user needs among 
research funders (NERC, other Research Councils, LWEC, 
TSB, etc). 
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The Programme  

•  £1.5 Million from Natural Environment Research Council  

•  £0.3 Million from Centre for Ecology and Hydrology  

•  3 years April 2011 – March 2014 

•  Management at the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology  

•  Equivalent of 3 Full time posts  

•  Programme Advisory Group  
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Programme Activities  

 

•  Workshops  

•  Westminster Reception  

•  User Based Activities  

•  Engagement with Business 

•  Coordination of NERC KE activities 

•  Outreach  
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Revised business orientated Programme plan 
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Workshops  

•  344 delegates were registered to 
attend with 208 coming from user 
groups and 142 coming from 
academia 

•  Study conducted to identify 
collaborations arising from the series 
of Workshops 

•  Out of 71 responders, 50 reported 
opportunities for collaborations and 
27 partnerships had already been 
initiated. 
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Westminster Reception   

 
•  Brought together leaders from 

diverse sectors where water is 
either a major risk or where it 
provides an opportunity 
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•  Brought together industry, government and academia to 
discuss recent initiatives to encourage water management  

•  The event helped accelerate progress in areas of research 
and innovation that will help manage these risks and 
exploit opportunities  



User Based Activities  
•  British Water  

–  Researchers and British Water Members present latest research to water utilities 
–  13 Innovation Exchanges held with 453 10 minute presentations given 
 

•  Environmental Sustainability Knowledge Transfer Network (ESKTN) 
–  Workshop held to engage with agri-food businesses and retailers at the UK regional level  
–  Gain a better understanding of using water related service valuation tools 

•  UK Groundwater Forum  
–  Key messages was the importance of the water community speaking to the public and 

decision makers as one unified voice 
–  Need to get Groundwater on the National Curriculum and better represented in schools  

•  Water-Food-Energy Nexus  
–  Exeter University Think Tank to develop a shared view of the challenges of water-food-

energy security  
–  £7m bid was submitted to the EPSRC Programme Grants  
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Engagement with Businesses  

•  Businesses the programme has been in discussion with:  
–  Severn Trent Water, South West Water and Yorkshire Water  
–  Lafarge 
–  Network Rail 
–  BT 
–  BP and Shell  
–  Marks and Spencer 
–  Danone 
–  Coca-Cola 
–  Scottish Coal 
–  ASDA  
–  Heineken  
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Coordination of NERC KE activities  

•  Catchment Change Network – supported the development of the 
Catchment Change Management Hub website http://ccmhub.net 
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•  WSKEP assisted the Better 
Thames Network in obtaining 
high level Defra/EA support for 
funding beyond the close of their 
NERC grant 

•  Provided KE Fellows with advice 
and support in contacting 
stakeholders  



Publications 
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Outreach  

•  Website receiving 1,000 unique visitors per month. 

•  Monthly WSKEP e-newsletter sent to nearly 4,000 
contacts - has a 15% click through rate (industry 
standard is ~7%). 

•  Twitter used to communicate events and news items 
posted on the programme website. The programme 
now has 975 followers 
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WSKEP Website  
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Details of all the activities undertaken by the Programme 
are available at – 

www.wskep.net 



WaterR2B 
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www.waterr2b.net 



UK Water Research Directory  
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www.ukwaterresearch.net 



Water Data Portal  

•  Media-rich online database delivering a comprehensive 
catalogue of water-related national datasets 

•  Provide direct links to the data-holding site 

•  Contact details of one or more custodians of the data 

04/06/2014 



 

Thank you 
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