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Abstract

The key role played by universities in the UK’s research and innovation
ecosystem is increasingly recognised by Government. Following a series of
reviews (Lambert, Wilson, Sainsbury, Witty), there is an appreciation of the
wider role of innovation and collaboration taking place across the sector and
the wider contribution of universities to economic growth. This has intersected
with broader policy aims to integrate publicly funded research to the
innovation ecosystem, and to drive local and national economic growth
through the knowledge economy. This talk will outline the policy landscape
against which the role of Higher Education and knowledge transfer is being
shaped, at the same time as the direction of funding constraints is being
developed. It will draw on examples of good practice from Alliance
universities, who are undertaking innovative and entrepreneurial activities
across the UK in partnership with industry and the professions.
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